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      Important : 

If you, or someone you know, wishes to 

receive this News & Notes  but cannot 

access the Internet, please do  either  of 

the following:  [a] let the church office 

know  at (949) 733 -0220, and we can 

mail a printed copy; or [b] just pick up a 

printed copy in the narthex on a Sunday 

morning.  
 

From the Pastorõs 

Desk é 
 

 

I was surprised when 

a few people came 

up to me to say, 

òGoodbye ó on 

Sunday.  Then it hit 

meñthe second 

half of my sabbati -

cal is right around 

the corner.   

 

In a short while, Carl and I will be head -

ing up towards the Arctic Circle and 

then down to D enali Wilderness Park in 

Alaska.   After that, we board a ship and 

stop off at various glaciers and towns on 

our way to Vancouver, where I am 

going to meet up with a west -coast 

branch of my Canadian relatives.  Last 

year, I visited the òhome baseó of my 

family in Nova Scotia.  

 

After that, I hope to spend time writing 

(and reading) up in Big Bear.  Iõm glad 

that I split this time in two ñI enjoy my 

work and I donõt like to spend too much 

time away .  This feels òjust right.ó 

 

While I am gone, Elizabeth will be in the 

lead.  Ken is on board, and he is a great 

addition to the staff.   George Johnson 

and Bil Aulenbach will each take a 

Sunday, as well.   
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Seth Castleman (whom I 

have heard some people 

refer to as òour rabbió) will 

be speaking this summer.  

He is also leading a series 

on the Jewish Jesus with Bil 

Aulenbach, which starts 

Wednesday, July 11.  That 

date coincides with our 

first òPastorsõ Potluckó be-

hind the preschool.  Al-

most  70 people are signed 

up for the series, so if you 

are in terested in preview -

ing it (or if you are signed 

up) why donõt you come 

early and enjoy some 

food and good company 

at the potluck and then 

check out the series that 

will be starting in Plumer 

Hall? 

 

Summer is travel time.  Our 

òMinister of Travel,ó Dale 

Vaug han, has put to -

gether  another   great   trip.  

A good dozen or so  of IUCC folks will be in Ireland this August, beginning in Dublin, 

heading up to Northern Ireland, and then down through the Ring of Kerry.  In October, 

our Newport -Mesa -Irvine Interfaith Counci l is repeating the trip to China that some of us 

took four years ago.  The trip is very inexpensive for what it covers, and one of the best 

experiences I have had traveling.  I hear that one of our folks has committed to going, 

so speak to me if you are in terest ed, and I will put you in touch.  

 

As we begin to look at officially designating ourselves as a òGlobal Mission Churchó next 

year, an opportunity may be coming our way to join some other UCC and Disciples of 

Christ (DOC) people on a mission trip to Pal estine in January.   It will be an opportunity to 

learn more about the Israeli -Palestinian conflict close up, while also visiting many of the 

sites and getting a good orientation to the Holy Land.    
[See more about Global Mission on page 11  in this newsletter.  ðed. ] 

 

òGlobal Missionó will be one of our big themes for next year.  It seems natural, too, as we 

have taken three trips this past year to Guatemala, the border immersion experience 

starting in San Ysidro, and the youth/young adult trip that just came back from 

Hostotipaquillo  (in the Mexican state of Jalisco) . 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hostotipaquillo
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General Synod 29  ñIt isnõt too early 

to mention this, because IUCC, 

along with all of our churches in 

Southern California and Nevada, will 

be asked to take a role in hosting 

the United Church of Christõs next 

General Synod.  It will be held in 

Long Beach from June 28 through 

July 2 of next year.   

 
 

 

Every two years, our churches from across the nation come together to discuss business  

and  to find out about what is happening in all facets of our denomination ñfrom Global 

Mission to financial services to new books  and resources éand more.  It is also an oppor -

tunity for 3,000 more progressive folks who speak a common language to come to -

gether.  Iõll never forget hearing Bill Moyers preaching  and Barack Obama speaking to 

us in Hartford a few years back, encouraging us to walk the path of justice.  

 

My colleague in Mission Hills, the Rev. Scott Landis says,  òPerhaps my favorite 

aspect of Synod is worship.   Singing hymns of our faith and experiencing new 

forms of worship with 3,000 others is deeply moving.   From dance, to song, to 

breaking open the word, to prayer ð worship is central to who we are as a 

community of Christ.   Synod takes that seriously and it is its basis. ó 

 

Can you imagine being in a room with 3,000 people ñall engaged in 

progressive, open and affirming worship?  I would like you to more 

than imagine it.   I would love to take a bus full of us up there .  IUCCõers 

can learn a lot about our roots and where we are going as a church 

by attending a day (or more) of General Synod, and it will be  right in 

our back yard.  We will be asked to bake cookies ñsome 1 .2 million 

home -baked cookies  appeared at the last Synod as symbols of 

hospitality , made by the local churches of the hosting Conference.  

 

I hope you have a summer full of many blessings, and I look forward to returning to you 

in a short while.  

 

 

Yours, 

Pastor Paul 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ucc.org/synod/


4 

 

From the Associate Pastor  
 

 

 

On Assignment ð in Mexico and other locations.  

 

Watch for a column in August!  

 
 

Youth Group  Report  
By Sarah Fiske-Phillips 

 

 

Dear IUCC,  

 

It is with mixed emotions that I write this final newsletter article. While I am 

excited for my upcoming trip to India I am also incredibly sad to be leaving 

this community. When I think back to my time at IUCC, I can remember so 

many wonderful  things:  m ission trips, overnights, church picnics, Sunday 

School, fellowship time,   youth group  meetings, and much more.    I want to      Sarah 

thank you all from  the bottom of my heart for  the support you have given me person al -

ly, as well as the ways you have helped t o grow the youth program. I feel so lucky to 

have spent this time here, and I will never forget the ways I have been impacted.  

 

I do want to  briefly  highlight our recent trip to Mexico. We 

spent 6 days in Hostotipa quillo where we worked with the 

local chi ldren, built a road for a family that had difficulty 

getting to their ranch, and worked in the organic garden 

run by the Catholic Worker house where  we stayed .  I was 

once again impressed by the work ethic and positivity 

that our youth brought with them, and I know that we all 

learned a great deal by spending time outside of our 

normal bubbles.  

 

Many t hanks to IUCC for financial and prayerful 

support.  

  

I hope you will all keep in touch.  My blog address is:  sarahfiskephillips.wordpress.com , 

and my email addr ess is: sarahfiskephillips@gmail.com  

  

Much love,  

Sarah 

 

mailto:sarahfiskephillips@gmail.com
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Scenes from the Hostotipa quillo  Mission Trip 
 

Photos:  Sarah Fiske-Phillips 
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A Few Words About Bon Vivant Dinners  
 

 

We gather in small groups of 6 to 10 at some -

oneõs house, usually.  Everyone brings some-

thing to contribute to a shared meal.  The host 

decides the theme and gives assignments, 

and the host does not even have to cook!  

After all, the host has the responsibility of 

having a clean house and taking care of the 

dishes. 

  

Foods do not need to be fancy.  Hamburgers  on the grill are  perfectly acceptable.  
 

F Weõd love to welcome families, including families with small children.  

 

The sign-up sheet should be out on the patio starting the first Sunday of the month.  You 

can also let me know directly  that you would like t o participate :  LMLindy@cox.net  

 

Join in!  Get to know some people in the congregation!  

Hoping to see you on Ju ly 28! 

 

Lindy Garber  

Fellowship Chair  

 

 

 

 

 

PS.  All-Church Picnic at Mason Park will be on 

September 16, 2012.  Put it on your calendar!  

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

mailto:LMLindy@cox.net
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Fatherõs Day Speakers; and   

     Photos Aro und the Congregation, June , 2012 
Photos by Janet Wiita Johnson  
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Editorõs Note:  IUCC has a formal, budgetary commitment to support Family Promise .    

 

Here is a particular support opportunity:  

 

Time For A Celebration!  

 Family Promise is planning its first Benefit Dinner. The event will honor those families that 
have already graduated and help us to continue to provide support to parents and children who 
find themselves in tough situations. The event will be held at the beautiful and 
historic Wilcox Manor in Tustin. 
 

 
 

Date:  Saturday, July 28, 2012 

 
Time: 6:30 p.m. 

 
Location: 310 South Pasadena Ave, Tustin CA 

 
Tickets:   

 
$75 Individually  
 
$125 - VIP Tickets: Meet the owners of Wilcox 
Manor, enjoy a private tour and cocktails at 6 pm. 
  
$550 Table of Eight 
 

  

To RSVP - Call the FP office at 714-787-3487 or email Casey at ccrosbie@familypromiseoc.org 
  
Mail Checks to: 

  
Family Promise of Orange County 
161 S Orange Street 
Orange, CA 92866 
  
We hope that you will be able to join us for an evening of merriment and entertainment! 
  
  
Blessings, 
 
Casey Crosbie 
Executive Director 

 

 

tel:714-787-3487
mailto:ccrosbie@familypromiseoc.org
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JULY BIRTHDAYS ! 
 

 

May Chan  

Sarah Cook  

Annette Fadness  

Eduardo Figueroa  

 
   

 

 

 

Olive FitzGerald  

Randy Garber  

Steve Goetz  

Elizabeth Griswold  

 
   

 

 

 

Donna Haehl  

August Lobato, Jr.  

Jonathan Lyman  

Laurie McComb  

   

 

 

Randy Romin e 

Susan Sherman  

Dennis Webster  

Kerin Wilson  

Robert Woods  
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From the Moderator  
 

 

Leadership Retreat 2012  
 

Each year the leadership of IUCC (all the people the congregation 

elected at the Spring Congregational Meeting plus pastors and staff) 

holds a retreat. And no, it doesnõt involve exotic locales or expensive 

meals , although we did h ave a delicious potluck and lunch thanks to 

the efforts of Lindy and Randy Garber and Pat Sauter .  

 

The purpose of the retreat is to introduce new board members to each 

other, and explore ways to work together.  

Cindy O õDell  

 

This year, your leaders reviewed the goals that  were developed three years ago by the 

task force for long -range planning . We also looked at the specific goals we set last year  

and where we stand in meeting them. Then we turned our attention to the year ahead.  

 

IUCC had some hits  during the past year :  

Á Comma groups  

Á Stephen  Ministry 

Á Adult education  

Á More music at first service  

�x The  continuing strength of our music program in general.  

 

Some things were started , but need more work:  

Á More involvement by youth in worship and other activities 

throughout the year  

Á Additional child care options for families during special events 

and coffee hours  

Á Global mission and involvement with local organiz ations such as 

Family Promise  

 

And we had some misses:  

Á Technology   

Á Becoming more ògreenó  

Á Developing volunteerism  

Á Following  up on the long -range goals  include 

reinvigorating first service  

 

 

This year weõll be putting more energy into those areas and working toward better 

techniques for communicating with the congregation and among ourselves.  

 

Technology going green, reinvigorating first service, volunteerism and communication 

are big themes , but your leaders came up with many suggestions and weõll being 


